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Minutes of Naas Municipal District 

held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, 17 January 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:  Councillor F. Brett (Mayor) 

    Councillors A. Breen, D. Callaghan, B. Hillis, C. Kelly 

    S. O'Neill, R. Power and D. Scully 

 

Apologies:   Councillor S. Moore 

 

Officials Present:  Ms M. McIvor (A/District Manager), Ms E. Wright   

    (Senior Executive Officer), Mr D. Reel (Municipal District  

    Engineer), Ms M. Dalton (Meetings Administrator) and  

    Ms A. M. Campbell (Meetings Secretary). 

 

 

NS01/1701 

Adjournment of items on the Agenda 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting.  He advised that Councillor Moore had 

requested his motions and questions items number 5,6,7 and 8 be adjourned until the 

February meeting.   

 

The Mayor offered his condolences to family of the late James Lawless who died recently, 

father to Deputy James Lawless former councillor for Naas Municipal District. 

 

The Mayor stated that he had received an invitation to St. David’s in Wales for St. David's 

Day on the 1 March 2017 which he was unable to attend and informed the members that he 

would pass this invitation to the Deputy Mayor for consideration. 

 

The Mayor offered his congratulations to Kildare Town on winning the Irish Business Against 

Litter (IBAL) award.  He also congratulated Maynooth on winning the Purple Flag and stated 

that it was wonderful to see two towns in the county winning such prestigious awards. 
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The Mayor thanked Mr Joe Boland, Director of Water Services and Environment for helping 

to fund the replacement of flowers and shrubs that had been stolen from the Tidy Towns 

Organisation at Christmas. In response to a query from Councillor Kelly, Councillor Brett 

stated that the matter had been reported to the Gardai who were currently reviewing 

surveillance tapes. 

 

NS02/1701 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 December 2016, 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Breen, that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 December 2016 be confirmed and taken as read.  

The progress report was noted. 

 

 

NS03/1701 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

The district engineer stated that the Roads Department are developing the Programme for 

Municipal District Works for 2017.  He informed the members that they would be 

commencing the restoration and improvement projects.  The district engineer advised the 

members that they were waiting on the completion of the Local Property Tax (LPT) funding. 

In relation to the subsidence issue in Coughlanstown, the district engineer informed the 

members that the council had received the geotechnical report from ARUP which was 

currently being assessed by senior management.  

 

Councillor Kelly requested that the district engineer circulate the schedule of municipal 

district works for 2017. The district engineer advised the members that the schedule was not 

yet finalised but it would be in accordance with the three year plan. 

 

Councillor Kelly enquired as to how long it would take for works to commence in 

Coughlanstown, i.e. was it a matter of months. 

The district engineer stated that the report from ARUP was a very comprehensive report 

which outlined numerous options for a solution.  He said that these options needed to be 

considered and funding would need to be identified. Then consultants and contractors will 

have to be procured, so the process will be quite lengthy. 
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Councillor O’Neill queried if the action group that was formed in relation to this problem in 

Coughlanstown were being updated. The district engineer informed the members that he 

had emailed the group to inform them that the council had received the report from ARUP 

and that it was currently being considered. Councillor Brett advised the members that he had 

also emailed the group and that any responses would be circulated as had been agreed.  

In response to Councillor Brett’s question the district engineer stated that there was no fixed 

budget for this work but that the Department of Transport had been advised of the issue. 

 

Councillor Brett stated that the members had agreed the Local Property Tax (LPT) funding 

for the coming year and noted there had been great co-operation from all the members in 

agreeing this funding. 

 

NS04/1701 

Consider response from National Transport Authority and Bus Shelters 

Ms Wright addressed the members and informed them that following the meeting with the 

Chairpersons of the Municipal Districts and the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 

November 2016 that the response from Mr. Hugh Creegan had been circulated to the chairs.  

Ms. Wright stated that the NTA had signed a national bus shelter contract with JCDecaux 

Ireland for the supply, installation and maintenance of bus shelters.  She stated that the letter 

draws attention to the fact that the members were considering compiling a list of desired bus 

shelter locations which, when completed should be forwarded to the NTA for consideration. 

Ms Wright referred to the Kildare Local Transport Link list of proposed bus stops that had 

been circulated to the members and informed the members that the two proposed bus stops 

for the Naas area were Ballymore Eustace and Two-Mile House.  She advised the members 

that if there were other areas they wished to be considered for a bus stop, these details 

should be forwarded to the Director of Service or Ms Wright as clarification on the number 

requested was needed as soon as possible. She said that the Director of Services for 

Roads, Transportation and Public Safety had hoped that each municipal district would set 

aside a budget of approximately €15,000 to fund bus shelters in areas not provided for by 

the NTA.   

 

Councillor O’Neill remarked on the number of bus stops that had a pole with no sign on them 

and Ms. Wright advised the members to compile a list of this and any other issues which 

could be sent to the NTA. 
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In response to Councillor Kelly’s question Ms Wright stated that the cost of providing a bus 

shelter was approximately €7,500 for shelters in rural areas as the NTA prioritised bus 

shelters in urban areas. 

 

Councillor Scully stated that the NTA did agree to stop the practice of several bus signs in 

one location. He said that there would be major disruption to the town if all the proposed 

road works, such as the Dublin Road Corridor, widening of the M7, work on the ring roads 

and the Sallins By-Pass were to commence together.  He stated that the NTA were opposed 

to the Apple Green planning application proceeding as it would cause problems when they 

were carrying out the works to widen the M7.  He stated that in order to lessen the disruption 

to the town he would like to see the Dublin Road Corridor scheme re-visited by the 

members. Ms Wright informed the members that consultants had been appointed for the 

Dublin Road Corridor Scheme. 

 

Councillor Brett stated that in 2005 with the M7 upgrade a bus shelter had been removed 

from Johnstown and it was never replaced and that this should be looked at in relation to the 

provision of bus shelters. 

 

NS05/1701 

Consider the Proposed accessible Parking Bay at Bishop Rogan Park, Kilcullen 

A copy of the Report on Section 38 – Proposed accessible Parking Bay at Bishop Rogan 

Park, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare was distributed to the members. 

 

Ms Wright informed the members that the council had received a request from a resident of 

Bishop Rogan Park, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare for a disabled parking bay and that the council had 

carried out a public consultation process and had also consulted with An Garda Síochana. 

Ms. Wright advised the members that the council had received no submissions in relation to 

this public consultation and there was no opposition to it from either the public or An Garda 

Síochana. Ms Wright clarified that in providing this accessible parking bay it would not be a 

dedicated bay for the individual that had requested it but a shared bay for anyone that had 

appropriate authorisation to use it. 

 

Councillor Brett informed the members that the request had been made by a person who 

had a family member who was ill and who was finding it difficult to access parking at this 

location.   
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In response to a query from Councillor Kelly, Ms. Wright stated that she had written to the 

family and informed them that this bay would not be solely for their use. 

 

In response to Councillor Brett’s statement that all the parking bays at this location were very 

faded and needed re-marking, Ms Wright undertook to refer this issue to the municipal 

district engineer for examination. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Power and agreed by 

all the members that the proposed accessible parking bay at Bishop Rogan Park, Kilcullen, 

Co. Kildare be approved in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 Local 

Authorities and that the Senior Executive Officer for Roads, Transportation and Public Safety 

would refer the issue of re-marking the existing parking bays that are faded at this location to 

the municipal district engineers office. 

 

 

NS06/1701 

Criteria used by utilities for cutting back trees in estates and on public roads 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett. 

Can the council outline to the municipal district members the criteria used by utilities for 

cutting back trees in estates and on public roads? 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the Electricity 

Supply Board (ESB) are the main utility which carry out tree pruning  to clear overhead lines.  

The criteria used is as follows: in rural areas on high voltage lines 4m clearance is applied 

and 2m on low voltage;  in urban areas where the aesthetics of the tree is of greater 

consideration they require 2m clearance on high voltage lines and 1m on low voltage.  The 

report noted that pruning carried out is just line clearance and does not include crown 

balancing or overall reductions of trees to improve the appearance of the aesthetics of the 

crown following line clearance. 

 

Councillor Brett thanked the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent for his report.  He said 

that there were several estates in Naas and throughout Kildare where the trees appeared to 

be butchered rather than cut back by these utility companies.  He said the reason he had 

submitted this question was to see who was responsible for this problem and he noted that  

from the report that the utility companies are not held responsible. Councillor Brett suggested 
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 that the council could carry out this work and the utilities pay a contribution towards the 

costs to the council. 

 

Councillor Scully enquired about the trees that were removed at the entrance to Monread 

Heights Estate at the Applegreen Petrol station, querying why the trees were removed, who 

had removed them, if permission was given to remove them and what the plan was for 

replacing them. 

 

The Director of Service undertook to forward these questions to the Senior Executive Parks 

Superintendent on behalf of Councillor Scully. 

Councillor Brett noted the report. 

 

NS07/1701 

Progress update on the Killeenmore flood relief scheme 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett. 

Can the council give the municipal district members a progress update on the Killeenmore 

flood relief scheme? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the 

Environmental Impact Assessment and detailed design of the scheme are substantially 

complete.  A number of meetings have been held with the Office of  Public Works (OPW) 

over the last few months, with another meeting scheduled for Thursday 12 January.  Subject 

to the approval of the Office of Public Works, it is intended to present the Environmental 

Impact Assessment for the scheme to An Bord Pleanala in Q1 2017.  Prior to this, it is 

intended to hold a public information day for local residents to display the detailed design. 

The report advised that there have been significant negotiations with the local residents in 

relation to the scheme although some time has passed since the last round of discussions.  

The position remains that this scheme needs to commence as soon as possible in 2017 - 

subject to formal approval from the Board. This position has been communicated to the 

Office of Public Works (OPW) and we have received positive feedback from them (subject to 

the relevant approvals being in place). The members will be kept informed of progress. 

 

Councillor Brett thanked the Environment Department for the report and noted that progress 

was being made.  He stated that this area had been flooding as far back as 1934 and that 

hopefully the problem could be sorted out. 
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Councillor Brett noted the report. 

 

NS08/1701 

Adoption of revised Standing Orders for the Municipal District of Naas 

The Mayor stated that at the December Municipal District meeting, the members had agreed 

to hold their monthly meetings at 9.30 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  He 

informed the members that this was not now possible due to a clash of management 

meetings etc., so the members needed to reconsider the issue. 

 

Councillor Power stated that he had brought this issue up in November and he said that 

hours of meetings should be suited to workers in the private sector who were also councillors 

and that the time of meetings should facilitate ease of attendance. He noted that it is 

important to have senior staff attend these meetings to answer querie. Councillor Power 

proposed a change to the Standing Orders for a start time at 4.00 p.m. on the third Tuesday 

of every month. Councillor Scully seconded this proposal. 

 

In response to Councillor Kelly’s question, Councillor Power stated that Naas meetings were 

always held on a Tuesday going back to the Naas Town meetings, but that they had been 

held in the evenings. 

 

The A/District Manager outlined the arrangements of meetings in the four other municipal 

districts, all of which are held at 10.00 a.m. with a duration of three hours.  The current 

proposal would mean that meeting start at 4.00 p.m. and could go on until 7.00 p.m.   She 

informed the members that this would cause an issue as normal working hours for staff was 

9.00 a.m. to 5.24 p.m.  She said that it would impact not only the staff in the Member 

Services Department but staff in other departments also. She also said that it was important 

to have consistency across all municipal districts. The A/District Manager informed the 

members that the proposal would need to be considered by the Human Resources 

Department to see if it these timings were possible. 

 

Councillor Scully stated that staff generally facilitated meetings and as flexi-time is in 

operation in the council the time of the meeting should not be an issue.  He further stated 

that Dáil Eíreann sits until 10.00 p.m. at night and that Dublin City Council also start their 

meetings at 6.00 p.m.  He said some members take annual leave from work to attend 
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meetings and that this should not happen.  He stated that Naas Municipal District meetings 

do not drag on and if the meeting started at 3.30 p.m. it could wrap up at 6.00 p.m. 

 

Councillor Power stated that presentations should be held at the end of the meetings. 

 

Councillor Brett stated that he considered there to be too many presentations made at the 

monthly meetings in 2016.  He said he did not agree with the volume of presentations and 

the pressure that was put on the members subsequently for requests for funding. He stated 

that the members needed to be more vigilant in relation to what they are agreeing to accept 

as presentations and that approval should only be granted for a presentation that is for 

something new, relevant or beneficial.   

Councillor Brett agreed that the Director of Service needed to bring the proposal of a start 

time of 3.30 p.m. on every third Tuesday of the month to the Human Resources Department 

for consideration and if this was agreed, he proposed having meetings at this new start time 

on a trial basis for 3 – 4 meetings. 

 

The A/District Manager informed the members that the new time could not be introduced 

until the Human Resources Section had made a decision on it and that Standing Orders 

would need to be subsequently revised and adopted, therefore, the time for the February 

meeting would remain at 2.00 p.m.  

Resolved that the A/District Manager would revert to the Human Resources Department on 

the possibility of staff servicing meetings of the Naas Municipal District with a start time of 

3.30 p.m.  

 

NS09/1701 

Christmas Lights In Naas 

Councillor Kelly said that she wished to offer her congratulations to everyone involved in the 

Christmas lights in Naas stating they were a great success and she had received a very 

positive response from people. 

 

Councillor Brett said that it was a great success due to the councillors, traders and shop front 

schemes.  He stated that the whole town had been re-wired thus the facility would be there 

for next year and can be used for other events such as the Punchestown Festival also. 

 

The meeting concluded. 


